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Introduction

Let us recall that in May 2015, the European Council reaffirmed its commitment to a fully operational
European Research Area (ERA) and endorsed the ERA Roadmap 2015-2020%, a living document to
guide Member 5tates in structuring their implementation of the ERA. It called on Member 5tates to
implement the ERA Roadmap through appropriate measures in ERA national action plans (MAPs) and

strategies.

ERA Priority 2a is a sub-pricrity from Priority 2: Optimal transnational coopergtion and competition
and focuses on issues of jointly addressing grand challenges. Defined high level objective of Priority
2a is to work better together to address the grand challenges that face us all and are central to
Europe's ability to respond to @ dynamic and changing world. This can be achieved through improved
cross border collaboration between national research actors and could reduce fragmentation and
duplication of effort, make best use of resources and help provide the benefits of scale required to
tackle issues that require large concerted efforts. Top action prierity in the ERA Roadmap identified
through M3s consultations for Priority 2a is improving alignment within and across the Joint
Programming Process and the resulting initiatives (e.g. loint Programming Initiatives (IPls]] and

speaeding up their implementation.

Monitoring of ERA Roadmap implementation is integrated into the ERA Progress Report 20167, based
on 24 core indicators, which include one headling and two complementary indicators, proposed by
the European Research and Innovation Advisory Committee. Headline indicator for Priority 2a so-
called output indicator is: GBARD (EUR) allocated to Europe-wide transnational, as well as bilateral or
multilateral, public RED programmes per FTE researcher in the public sector. Complementary
indicators are: - participation in public-to-public collaborations (P2Ps) per FTE researcher in the
public sector [input indicotor] and - international co-publications with ERA partners per 1.000
researchers in the public sector (outcome indicotor).

The ERAC-GPC, High level group for Joint Programming, decided that one of the tasks of the GPC
Work Programme for 2016-2017 should be Analysis of ERA Roadmap national action plans (NAPs)
and strategies for Priority 2a. The Task was taken on and carried out by Slovenian delegate, Petra
iagar with a considerable start-up help from Alexander Grablowitz from the EC, DG RTD B2.
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Text analysis of NAPs and strategies

This analysis is based on 28 NAPs and strategies, of 23 Member States (M5) and 5 Associated
Countries [AC) with more than 80 actions announced in the view of strengthening Joint Programming
Process and jointly addressing grand societal challenges. The full text of objectives and actions for
Priority 2a was analyzed with the word cloud tool. The word doud tool shows greater prominence to
words that appear more frequently in the source text meaning that visualization is proportional to
the number of times the word appears in the input text. The word couds show that words

European, national, research and participation are most common in the NAPs and

strategies, both in objectives and actions description.
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Joint programming initiatives or JPIS are specifically mentioned in only 10 MAPs' and

strategies' actioms, mainly in connection to additional funding, budget commitment, mapping,
performance, strengthening structwral impact, coordination, participation, integration and general

awareness. Other MAPs and strategies use the term joint programming in general, including also ERA-

METs and Art. 185.
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Another text analysis in form of collocates graph shows a higher frequency terms that appear in
proximity. Stopword list was enabled to delete so-called function words that de not carry as much
mieaning, such as determiners and prepositions. Keywords are shown in green and collocates (words
in proximity) are shown in maroon. This represents a network graph where keywords in grean are
shown linked to cellocates in marcon. Again, there can be similarities seen between objectives and

actions in the use of words, and in links between words, where one of the strongest is research-
innovation in both cases. Difference can be seen in addressing national and European level where
in listed objectives M2sea rch is strongly connected to term N3 t'IDI'IEll, differently to actions where

word Fresearch has a strong link with adjective EUFDDEEIFI_
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It can be conduded that M5s and ACs are focusing on national coordination of research to achieve

effective participation through European research programmes.

Further analysis was made comparing the actions written in 23* NAPs and strategies of 20 M5z and 3
ACs. Four typical areas can be easily grouped, addressing:

L governance issues
L communication and information commauni-

Wu-!' cation and funing
L funding measures izsues inTormation memsures
L

monitoring

Governance related issues were mentioned in 21 NAPs and strategies, representing 47% of actions,
communication and funding in 9, each representing 20% of actions and monitoring in & of them,

representing 13% of actions.

AT, BE, CH, C¥, (Z, DE, DE, EE, EL, ES, FI, FR, |E, IT, LT, LV, ME, MT, KL, NO, FT, RO, 51
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As actions describing the governmance issues were wvery i
) - _ o Detailed GOVERNANCE
diverse, additienal grouping was made within:

Uiz atizn
L — e
L national structures for coordination 4; 155, It
3 L1
L strategic networking
L alignment
L utilization of other instruments
Maticnal
FUIEE T
Sarategie nelworkiog; 14; S48

5; 19%

In the below table, the review of often-mentioned actions is shown concerning the identified four

typical areas of actions:
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The deviation from top action prierity in the ERA Roadmap identified through M3s consultation is
seen, as it was found through the analysis of MAPs and strategies that there is a little foous on
alignment and that much higher priority is aimed at the establishment of national structures, inter-
ministerial configurations, management models, etc. In this view, it is quite interesting that setting
up natienal coordination structures or its derivatives is most commeonly mentioned action in the
MNAPs and strategies, especially when ERA-NET scheme dates back in 2002 and first JPI in 2008 and
governing structures are still not set. However, it is commendable that M3s and ACs recognized non-
established coordination structures as obstacle in achieving Prierity 2a and are trying te solve it
through a wariety of activities in NAPs and strategies. with short-term
recommendations of the Hemnani report® on the national level, saying that EU MSs and ACs should

This coincides

ensure that they have a national coordination system for joint programming that is fit-for-purpose. It
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fs clear that it is an issue that has been recognized by M5s and ACs and is being addressed through
MWAFs and strategies.

Comparison of NAPs and strategies and ERA Progress Report 2016

In February 2017 Eurcpean Commission has published the third edition of the Eurcpean Research
Area [ERA) Progress Report. The report presents the state of play of ERA and the progress on ERA
implementation over period 2014-2016.

According to the report, the measures for achieving two challenges for Pricrity 2a (strengthen
participation in JP and better alignment of R&D programmes) from MAPs and strategies are grouped
into 4 types:

L+ Communication and information measures include better information of R&D actors
concerning the opportunities and added value from participating in Joint Programming;
Gowvernance and coordination measures are introduced by a number of Member States.
Dedicated funding measures are introduced by a number of Member 5tates for the
participation in Joint Programming;

Harmonization of funding rules is introduced by several Member 5tates aiming at facilitating
the national participation in the JPI's;

Outreach measures towards smart specialization strategies and sectorial pelicies, especially
focusing on @ better articulation between the European Structural funds (ESIF), notably the
regional smart specialization strategies, and the 5RIA"s of the JPI's.

Here is a comparison of grouping of actions from text analysis of NAPs and strategies and ERA
Frogress Report 2016:

) governal . smart
Emimm:oe oution srd furding mimitaring and m_i "':"; funding specislization
informetion meRzures coordiration - - TiERsLNES and .synu'g;iu
miEasunes with ESIF

Results are similar to the ones on previous page that present text analysis of the actions of NAPs and
strategies and cannot be strengly connected only in the field of smart specialization strategies where
only EL and MT have mentioned it in the NAPs" objectives and actions and only CZ and EE mentioned
ESIF in their objectives and actions.

There is also a connection missing to the monitoring actions but those might be considered as part of
the governance and coordination measures division within ERA Progress Report.
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Howewver, both show that MAPs and strategies are not corresponding to the main challenges
identified in the ERA Roadmap [very little on improving alignment within/across IPP and speeding up

their implementation).

ERA Progress Report - Headline and complementary indicators for Priority 2a

For the first time progress has been measured for each country on each priority, based on the ERA
Menitoring Mechanism, with a set of core "Bx3" indicators. Report also provides a first insight into
the development of the ERA priorities, their link to the ERA Roadmap and the main areas targeted in
the national action plans ERA NAPs and strategies.

The analysis carried out in 2016 shows strong progress in all ERA priorities across the EU where
Pricrity 2a has one of the highest growth rates among all eight ERA headline indicators with annual
growth rate of 7.8% over the period 2010-2014 for notiongl GBARD allocoted to Europe-wide
transnational, as well as bilateral or multilateral, public R&D programmes per FTE researcher in the

public sector. This result is a fair indication of the increasing internationalization of science.

Complementary indicator, the M5s participation in public-to-public collaborations within the EU RED
policy framework per FTE researcher in the public sector showed much higher growth rate and it is
with its 42,1% the indicator with the highest growth rate of all ERA indicators in the years 2012-2014.
This result shows increasing importance governments attribute to the more policy driven
instruments for implementing the ERA. To account for country size differences, national investments
to P2Ps [complementary indicater) have been normalized by the number of FTE researchers but it
can still be affected by a small-country bias to extend that researchers from larger countries are
more likely to find domestic partners and thus have less incentive to develop transnational
cooperation than researchers from smaller countries.

Member State participation (EUR) in Public-to-Public collaborations per FTE
researcher in the public sector (2012-2014)
CAGR
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HR, C¥, HU, LV and EE show massive growth of complementary indicator CAGR® which exceeded the
EU-28's average annual growth rate by 4-6 times despite the below average EU-28 performance in
complementary indicator for EE, HU and HR. CAGR data’ (peried 2012-2014) for MT not available
thus not included in the graph.

Second complementary indicator for Priority 2a, the co-publications within ERA portrers per 1.000
researchers in the public sector also showed growth of 3 6% in the years 2005-2014.

Now let us take a look at the comparison of CAGRs of the indicator I Niz 1: GBARD allecated to
EU-wide transnational (and bi- or multi- lateral] public R&D programmes per FTE researcher in the
public sector that is shown in the column chart and indicet®r— MNiz 2: Member States
participation in P2P collaborations per FTE researcher im the public sector in the form of line chart.

Priority 2a: Comparison CAGR
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Three different groups of countries can be identified:

 Group 1: # decreasing headline indicator - & decreasing complementary indicator (EL)
Group 2: & decreasing headline indicator - ¥ increasing complementary indicator

(51, DK, CZ, SE, DE, FI]
L Growp 3: T increasing headline indicator - ¥ increasing complementary indicator

[CY, BE, PT, AT, HU, IE, ES, RO, NL, UK, K, BS, IT, HR, LT, EE, LU, LV, PL)

“CAGR = compound annusl growth rate, which shows the sversge year-over-year change in a country™s performance, taking compounding
effects into account

" Dats source is ERA Fromress Report:

bitkpe/fer. eurcps. eu'research/era /odffers  prosress report2046/ers progress report 2046 com.pdff
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It can be concluded that M3s and ACs are increasing investments in transnatienal projects and the
reason might be better understanding and recopgnition that transnational P2P collaboration is more

effective in an EU framework than bi- or multi- lateral cooperation.

Comparison of NAPs and strategies and MLE on Alignment and
Interoperability

MLE on Alignment and Interoperability was proposed by the ERAC-GPC and launched in July 2016 to
help address the need to foster better alignment and interoperability of Matiomal Research
Programmes — in line with the ERA Priority 2. This MLE was designed to identify opportunities and
good practices to overcome national challenges that prevent stronger participation of M3s and ACs in
the loint Programming Process (IPP). The participating countries agreed to address 3 main
challenges/factions: - topics related to efficient and effective national coordination, - topics related to
efficient and effective activities at national level and - topics related to the resources needed for an
efficient and effective participation in the JPP. First sequence on Mational Coordination® contained
three ‘main issues’ that were addressed during mutual learning in order to be able to develop
options for each participant for their own country. Three main topics in first sequence are: - national
preconditions for participation in JPP/IPI, - naticnal governance structures and - communication

flows and visibility.

* Final Report: hittps://rio. jrcec.euwropa.eu/sites/de fault/files/report /MLE-A1 final¥2z0report KI-AN-17-010-EM-
H_pdf
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In general similar four issues as recognized in the text analysis of MAPs and strategies are recognized

throughout the MLE on Alisnment and Intercperability only here, actions were more specifically
addressed:
=
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In the MLE monitoring appeared under the discussions about governance and also about

cemmunication, especially when discussing impact where monitoring is one of key factors (among

evaluation and dissemination).

As it is seen from the text analysis and alse from the conclusions of the MLE M3s are recognizing
weaknesses in areas that hawve little to do with implementation of JPP in the sense of funding projects
but are in need for different support — meore on coordination and outreach / communication

Measures.

Conclusions

1. There is overall perception that M3s/ACs are lacking experience im implementing ERA
Pricrities at national level.

2. M3sfACs are focusing on national coordination of research to achieve effective participation
through Eurgpean research programmes, focus is aimed at the establishment of national
structures, inter-ministerial configurations, management models, etc.

3. Very Iitle focus is set on alignment within/across JP.

4. M3sfACs are recognizing weaknesses in areas that have little to do with implementation of
JPP in the sense of funding projects but are in need for different support — more on
coordination and outreach (communication measures).

5. M3sfACs are increasing investments in transnational projects and the reason might be better
understanding and recognition that transnational P2P collaboration is more effective in an
EU framework than bi- or multi- lateral cooperation.

10
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Recommendations

1. GPC should regularly monitor the implementation of Priority 2a actions written in NAPs and
Strategies.
For this purpose, an Excel spreadsheet is prepared for 23 M5s and ACs that hove described
actions in their NAPs and strategies (Annex 1). It is proposed that GPC delegates onswers
guestions that lead them to final answer which is further morked in progress sheet on
progress scale: FINISHED — ON TRACK - ON-GOING WITH DELAY — POSTPONED —
TERMINATED - CANCELED. Delegates should choose from drop-down menu.

2. As MSs/ACs are recognizing weaknesses in the field of coordination, outreach and

communication measures at national level in order for efficient and effective participation in
JP an additional MLE on the topic could be requested.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING IN THE "PROGRESS" WORKSHEET

1 Excel spreadsheet is prepared for 23 M3s and Acs that have described actions in their NaPs and strategies

kR GPC delegates should asses the progress of each action with the following questions:

ANNEX to ANNEX

L

Depending on the questions and answers delegates are guided to the final answer (one among 8 in row "3").

4. They move to the "PROGRESS" shaet and from drop-down menu in column "E" mark the answer gained from question/answer matrix:

SCHEDUELED FOR

5. Additional comments may be wiritten in the column *F*

1) Has any activity for this action, item... taken place? YES NO
(2] Was the activity delayed? YES NO YES NO
(3] Is the activity stopped? YES NO YES NO YES NO YES NO |
SCHEDULED
FOR
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PROGRESS TOOL

AT - e
Revise and reform, when justified, national, bilsteral. sional, i and i research activities [2016-2019)
i order ather funding entities.
§  Improve the Beigian participstion in European and intemations! space research activiies through the creation of 3 Begian lnterfedersl Space Agency
H
¥

Beszer inform the FRI about JPlz, ERA-NET: and COST and improve BELSPO'S support by the creation of 3 working group with the 3im of incressing
krawlecge and avoic mizuncerztandings, by Erafing of 2 paper descrising the most relevant instruments (ERANETS , JPl , Ars. 185 ang COST) ane by
7).

& formal coargination betwezn the EWI Department and itz RFOs shouid be implemented to come to an overall strategy. visien and decision framewark

with an i and e analysis on [based on its strengths)
with ERAang i i 4 praces: 2z 2 result of 2 parscipatory arocess with the sizkehalders (through the
isting stakehaider, An optimal be struck between up and top-cown i

mﬂsmummummmq‘nrmammmﬂnnmmmw;uammm
sacietal challenges (IPls, art 185, _) is needed and is in line with the intention of the Flemish government

o reach the 3% RED intensity level by 2020. & long~term financial plan will set out the commisments of Flanders in the JP process. The EWI Department

will star to prepare proposals for such 2 plan in 16

I the i Wl on strategy and poficy related IP horizontal issses and selected agenda items of the High Level

‘Group for JP during the meetings of the relevant working Eroup of 2 o item is the

structural gverviews of the participation of Flanders/Belgium in the Peer to Peers networks (P2Ps).

T European Urion (EU] commictees and g level policy groups, Flanders wil, rough the Belgian delegation and on the request of the Flemah
mma-,..., ng- g ERANAT: Co-Fur etc. s to be added to the common pet of the EU

Framework C this .ﬂmg:-@: transoanent instead of

M:Hﬁﬂaladﬂm:g'sisrgkmar. i

ot to extend the number of JPls in “tos ight™ @ manner. On ctin hould and, depending be

continued, sopped or intagrated: Alsa the multituce iazian and evaluation forms and procedures iz to be recuces.

When ing 2n aralyai of the Flam and i k26 priarity L), care hould be taken ROt to BIGCK Categories of research,

actors from partici CaFund or JPl calls.

BE In 2016, Innaviriz has already joined the new ERA-NET Cofund action on sustsinble urbanisation. This topic has been idemtified az of comman interest to
both the Belmant Forum and the JP Urban Europe consorsium. Thiz ERA-NET Cofund action will be realised together with EU partners [JPl Uriian Erope
Conzortium memberz] and the research counciz of Qatar, the United Stases of America (USA), Mevico, Japan, Argentina, Aurtraia and Brazil.

Flomish Gavernment

Additionally, Innoviris will join an ERA-NET hinical trials in 2018.
The alignment of recearch and innovation projects at the Belgian level remains 3 challenge. Each entity has it own RDI funding prigrities and it own

§  funeing rules. Thare iz oo real coneremt nation-| strategy for aigning research entities and cooperation be-tween the

e e e e

2 Iy mational body. the inisteri Scientific Policy (¢ B). does not currently deal with the issue of joint programming

§  inasuFicientand effective way.

H initi ¥ cooperati i funiing agencies of the three Belgian
Regians ia and i sive projects in the aneas of applied research and innovation. The pro-
jes are aszested and funced by regional agencies.

The involvement of Innoviris in JB| initiztives and ERA-NETs and our participatian 3t the Group for Joint Programming (GPC, at the
political il i af .nl._-'u.zumm-.k
,.' Begion implement 5i ints in each of the regi i 3
s et eventually..

Enzhiuhﬂr-trmninf [carrently uncerway):

Integrate propazals by researchers from the Wallonia-Brussels Fecerstion a1 part of these European netwarks in the clecronic submizsion system of the
FR.5-FNRS [rollout mid-2016):

Wisintain the financial rezources to be able to continue to meet the needs of researchers.

& review of Walloon particpation i 1P inftiztwes 1z underway and wil be available in late summer 2016

Walloniaand
Wiallonia-
Brussals Gav.

i
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CH

Frouicing Swiss researchers an entire and om in all relevant Somal Ecropean ADI nitiatives and projects, &3
main objective of i fon, 25 well ishis irtainir i i within EL it will
continue its efforts in the future to reach this goal.. Switzerland tries ici i ie
Therefore, the forus [ayz on the expansion of existing measures.

The SHSF endesvours to extend bi- and multilatersl agreements, thereby inchuding alza the furher ‘common funding principles. In its
Whult-Vear Programme 2017-202027 the SNSF targets to improve support of 2 on in all furd gh additional funds

CY

in the plicy diziogue rezarding the JP! Initiatives in the framework of the GPC and the H2020 —Prazramme Committes (PC)

and selection of inif o Id parteipate basiz of national

Strengthen the European orientation of the national A&l Funding Prog ing emahazis to tackii ietal Challenge:

CZ

Public suthoritie: will prepare, adopt and implement an Action Plan for Intemational Cooperation of the CZin RED and Innovation and
Internationalisation of the Czech R&D and Innovation Ecosystem

In orcer to keep on ensling participation of Czech research organisations and private enterprises in the COST and EUREKA programmes [that the CZ is
already a Member State of] the *Inter-Excellence” R&D programme will be prepared, acopted and implemented since 2016 25 well a5 ather
rtary funding instruments that will preserve the Ceech in the  EMPIR and ECSEL

Public suthorities of the CZ will ientify barriers and develop 3 concrete set of coordination and funding measures, which will enable an intensified
involvement of Czech research organisations and private enterprises in cross-border and intemational RED initiatives and programmes based on the
interaperability of national spproaches and mutual recognition of evaluation procedures. In thiz respect partieular focus will be put an participation of
Czech RED perfarming entities in JP Initiatives, ERA-NET, ERA-NET Co-fund schemes and the TFEW Article 185 programmes AAL [Active and Assisted Living
RED Programme, EDCTP (European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership) and PRIMA |depending on the decision of Europe:

PuBlic authorites of the CZ will zuppart the Czech rezearch organizations 2 Sevelon long-term iremational sirategy partnerships Sxiaalshed within the
framework of the Horizon 2020 “Teaming™ instrument. Related investment costs will be covered by using the European Structursl and Investment Funds
[hereinafter referred to as “ESIF”) raised within the ir tis Programme Research, Education
[nereinafier referred o 2z 0P RDE").

Fovenanen

ot
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DE

Strengthening the structural impact of the IP Initiatives (JPL]: In paricular. this includes designi ing “aivalent’ i

when BMBF funging programme: are being planned, wherever possibie and appropriate 3 i is geared in
terms of content to the strategic research sgendas agreed within the context of JPis.
and greater vt ‘ather instruments, initiath platforms of Bon in pean Research Area: n
addition in 3P, € Innovation in [EIPs), ERA-NET: and ERA-NET Cofund Actions in Horizon 2020, this measure D
appiies in particular to the two transnations] Europesn research initiatives EUREKA and COST which usefully complement the EUl Framework Programme
for Research and Innovation as impor in the Ecropean Rescarch Arca with . y and their

lean sdministration.

Utilizatian and expansion of measures in sccordance with Article 155 TFEU {public-public partnerships ~ P2Ps), such 2 the successful SME research
funéing prog EUREKA initiative, the Europezn Metrology Programme for Innovation and Rezearch EMPIR
implemented by EURAMET e V., the Jaint Baltic Sea Research osr BOMNUS and pean and ping es Clinical
Teisls Partrership programmns EDCTP carried out in close parnership batween Eurapean and sus-Sanaran frican countries, 3 well 32 measures uncer
Article 167 TFEU [public-pri German industry. such as the initiatives for biobased industries (BBI), fuel
cellz 3nd hyerogen (FCH), awistion [Clean Sky 2-C5 Zandthe Singie European Sky ATM Rezearch — SESAR] ar innovative medicines (IMI). In this way,
important impulses are given in arcas in which the market ofien fuil [PLPs], and. 2t Eurapean evel, such messures are driven by industry (PR i rcler
to creste 3 erieal mass for nearmarkat support ofbey. ez which are of particular importance for Europe's giobal i

c " of the cional networking of German science: The Federal Gavernment will wark towards
improving inicators, ing; of data in the ERA ing. jism (EMM)] in accordance with Article 181
TREU.
auparsion and support G an by the sci izations: Th Research Foundation DFG contributes at

warious levels and in various integration phases: i i -led research tion. At proj the
required financial resources can either be obtained ﬁmuﬁthﬂmﬂ:m i iorally spalied for & insttutional level. the DFG
B 2 Science Europe 3nd the Glabal
R 5l — i o i memudlx dir for the bersfit of the scientific commurity. for example by werking
towsrds comparzhle arocedures izms of the ing such a5 the * 'y
Cooperation Line”, “Money Follows Researcher” and “Lead Agency” mm Germany, Aust itzeriand and g bazed
o bilateral and multilaters] agreements in the variou: . The ion of the Lead Agency process is

izlled by means with ez, The Helmlmlumsmm iz helping ta reinforce the long-term pooling of resezrch

atpemz and research backing for relevant initiatives at European level with the further development of the Europear Energy Research Alliance (EERA)
and the Eurapean Climate Research Alliance (ECRA) which siso incluces the activities of relevant JPlz and Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICz)
of the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT). The Helmholtz Association alse continues to work actively in the EU-funded Human Brain
Project (3 Future and Emerging Technologies (FET) Fiagship) as well axin the thres KICs establizhed o far by the ETT. The German Rectors Conference
[HRK} aims to develop a Eurapean Research Map on the basis of its national Research Map for universities: this web-based tool will make it easier to
‘search for key research priocities of Eumpsll ‘universities and will thus improve their visibility. The HR also maintains 3 datsbase of coliaborations:

DK

between Eurapen urversities in an of the European Research Area. With nine.
i kql.-:tinnh- ion. The HRE wants to create 2 future platform for the exchange of Eurapesn

experience and for developing ideas and strategies in this area.
Danish particiption in the Horizon E by 3 number of socalled ‘reference groups’ with relevant experts. The
Minisry of Highes Educatian and Seience will sstablish 3 stratesic group! strategic in
Haorizon 2020, i
In 2016-2017. the Ministry of Higher Education and Science will mag the Danish participation in Horizn 2020, i
Based on this mapping 3 strategy and an action plan for i the oF and Innovation will be
cdeveloped.
1n 2015, the Miniztry of Higher Education and Science wil estadich 3 natianal ERFA netwark i ion in ips. The

platiarm. d ilding routie and capacity i icipation in i
cebate rice and practicsl as well ic
In 2015, the Ministry of Higher Education and Science will strength EU-DK initiative, i.3. through targeted information activities and

imalementation of a funding scheme pramating outreach work targese st new sciars.In addisian. suppers for the preparation of Horizan 2020
continue through the ELopSTART scheme, just az the &fort o promaze Danich participztion in KIC: will continue.

In 2016, Innowation Fund i 7 i priarities for i The fund's effarts
inchude 3 targes an i which il actors and i partners. This
includes  specific facus on the programmes that are deemed to provide the best opportunities for creating growth, jobs and expart

EE

The Bjective & supparied By e programme for ennancing the AD cazacty of publi authorines (AL and the Mobiltas Plus programems ar
mppnﬂllg son, mobility and 3 new resesrch and high ion sector [EU . Also, from
grantsof! Research ministries (zupport from the Extonian state budget funded from tax
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The future active 7 of the country [GSRT) i ERAC / GPC

The introduction/estsblichment of 2 Committee in GSRT for the evaluation of the country's participation in JP actions { ERA uncer Horizon 2020, The
selection criteria are: 2} The objective, priarity areas actions” targets and their consistency with national RIS3, b] The added value in relation to the
promaotion of respective national actions, <} The availzbiity of financial resources, d) Other matters, mainly managerial capacity on behalf of GSRT. The

has already appe in sixi ional resesrch nefworks betueen public - public sector ruch 2s ERANET Cafund
action: (ERANETMED, EURONANOMED, COFASP, E-RARE. TRANSCAN, ERANET RUS PLUS], and three mare intemnational research networks ATC-ERANET
COFUND, QUANTERA FET ERANET COFUND 3nd FLAG-ERA IL

The country's i i the PRIMA initiative for the Euro-Mecit on [possible Article 185 TFEU]

Aza, i ini retwarks FP far RE& and consi building ERA, through bowom-up
approach, Rexibility and ﬂm\r[nhnmtsmﬂeman[z structure, such as COST. will remain, 25 wel 2= BN pmy‘ams ard Esropean Commission in space
izsues, institutions. in future callz under Eureka [ Euroztars iz being examined.

Trcorporation i The netional Tegitaton (TPASYD) of ol fhe pasaiioes offered by Regulation 130572013 [GRNET] on e harmanicaton o7 e ressardh
program management procedures with thoze appiied in Horizan 2020. These rafzte mainly 1o the simpification of pracedures and cost models, subject to
‘the limitations impased by the regulatory framework of state aid. GSRT intends to apply these processes both in co-financed projects in the context of
srmar speciaiization strategy ard nationsl programs.

To design a web based information = r agn i the research
community.

To prepare = praspeciive map with the research cagacites and thematic areas funded by the State Plan in order o facilitate coordination at European
level.

To review the funding alloceton eriteria and procedures for transnational projects

Government Departments and Azencies will explore the potential for competitive funGing mechanism imed 3t stimulating solUtions-driven

The IRC and HRE will Target supports to cultivate intendizciplinary rezearch, increase the engagement of public entities and Civic socTy in PUbIC palicy
and secietal challenge-based research

Irizh RFO will continue to 3¢t-3s leaders with regards to paricipation, and relevant JP Intiatives [JPlz).

The Strategic Research Agendas of the IPls. developed with ingut fram representatives of Irish RFDs, wil continue ta inform nationsl research funding
rammes which will in turn inform the review of national research prioritisation in 2017

RFOz will continue to operate nationa| steering sroups to with the IPiz and sion of rational
activity.

Regular mestings of the national JP Oversig! o will to bring toge! from Rl g Eroups to ensure
effective oversi

e
Relevant AFO: will develop further involvement in relevant IP| activities and ERA-Net ini

Launching 3 joint ministerial consultation in order to set up 2 steering baard to coordinate national and EU rezearch programmes on Grand Sacietal
Challenges (Tavolo di ricerca sulle Grandi Sfide della Societs Contemporanea - TASSC). One of the tasks of the TASSC {see Fig. 4] will be ta develop

strategies and match funding schemes for shared EU priorities and natianal i view of optimizing resarch and innovation
investments on Grand Challenges. The TASSC will be supported by Thematic Focus Groups (Tavoli Tematici- TT) bringing together representatives from
autharities responsible for national research activities and National in JPIz and in the

‘the Specific Pragramme Horizon 2020, ves from Mational - [Custer Tecnologici Nazionali - CTN) and
resevant Regional Directors. The TASSC., acting a3 a steesing board, will be chaired by the Head of the Degartment for Higher Education and Research
[MIUR], and itz membess zhall incluce the Head of the Department for economic and Social Cohesion and DGz from relevant Ministries.
Setting up an Inter- Ministerial Executive Board (Groppo Operative —Gol

fespecially JPiz). The Groug, led by MIUR, shall incluce representatives from relevant M
participatian in JPls, according to guidelines set out by the TASSC [see Specific objective 23], and shall provide output to ftalian representatives in the Pl
scientific and management bodies,

LT

"to provige susport For ] Fan in R&D.

‘to provice supgort for the research network itutions of research and higher education to be actively
imvolved in that

T0 Enzure the inancing oF RIgN-Eve| FEsearch PIOJEcts GHENted o S0IViNg BZUS2 Of Srate B IMPOTTance o the pUBIIc and Z0CIETy and Projects promotng
economic development

LV

‘to engage in certain JPlz 3z 3 member state and align Latvian research programs with 1PI;

“to-evaluate ta which of the JPls Latvian scentists can provide their contribution, what will be the return and which of the social challenges are most
‘topical for the Latvian saciety and economy:

‘to establich 3 working group with of line ministries and research institutions of Latvian participation in JPl;
"to plan Financial resources for participation in relevant 1Pl and organization, 25 well 23 implementation of the respective research projects 2t the EU level
with the of Latvian specialists:

o organize infarmative seminars on JP strategic armas
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Increaze participation in H2020 by donal and ing activities on national level. Efforts will be focuzed on areas of surategic interest for
the country and participation of SMEs in theze actions will be further encouraged. In acdition to ERA, participation in other related ERA advizory bodies
will also be considered 35 part of these measures.

Mew legizlation on research and innovation acivities to be adogted in 2016 and 2017 (Research Surategy. Innovation Law and Strategy]. in line with EU
srateges

MT

Initially parsicigation in the JP Initiztives waz to facuz an JPND and Pl Ocean, zince theze inisiatives are clearly in line with the National RE| Swategy and
the smart specialization priorities. However, due to resource constraints and the timing of the calls, a decision was taken to focus on strengthening
in JP1 Oceans. This & also due to the higher level of interest on the part of local in this initiative.

verancs mrmarecaizn
iy et mermain fred

The online web-hased poreal PIUMTr (Piatform for Maftese Research and Innovation] plumtri arg will be used to ensure mare effective and targeted

tion an the Joir ci Initiatives, COST and H2020 to the relevant stakeholders. The aim is to progress towards the
setting up of online communities for each of the initistives Malts iz active in ey provide easier and o
i tion ard contacts.

Strengthening participatian in JP1 Oceans will be undertaken by mapging the full range of loca! stakehelders with an interest in tistive in the public

and private sectors and securing resources for effective participation. The aim is to define 3 more strategic spproach to partigpation

NL

During the 2014-2017 period, the ministries of Education, Culture and Science and Economic Affairs will be making available a total of £36 million a3 part
of  special measure to enable NWO peci i with the top sector research agendas in order to stmulate
the internationalization of these top sectors and expand links with the Grand Challenges of Horizon 2020.

Connecting the strategic routes of the DUtch national reseanth sgenda and European themes will open the Way o SUBSTanTvE collaboration with
internatianal partners.

NO

common macel ing which will ease the administration of and the ication, between the different sctors
z  within and between the IPIs). MER ard RCH.
& TRaising the general awareness by spreading knowledge about, dissemir isualize i of the JPLs. to speed up their
B implementation. Responsibility: relevant ministries and RCN.
£ Utifize different arenas (regular and imegular, new isting) for the i to . public o private. both to ensure
2 i ek new was ing, the societsl challenge. Estabiich regular arenzs for the JPk-rerponsible perzons to meet to sacure

commar, learring, &.g in foresi cvities, that may pave way for innovative solutions. ity: BCN.

E ion b involved s E. izsion on how gh JPls - zareading good
2 speed up. i G ibility- MER, various inistries and RCN.

PT

main iszue is better interministerial cooperation on societal challenges

RO

ccientific expertice in JPl Gomains of interest for Romania

governance of active in the. of strategic research and innovation agencas

ofa strueture for JPIz national ination._ National groups for each IP] could inereaze Romania’s

visibility, create 3 poel of top level experts to be promoted in various JP] activities, and increase the active

Mlacation of funding to support active partivigation in IPls

A dedicated sub-programme of the current National Plan for RDI to suppart the projecis selected to be funded and to fallow joint calls cnder JPls and &
expected to run starting from 2017

Integration of Romanian research in the ERA in the fields covered by the JRls and secific P8

Farticipation of Romanian Research organizations to identifcation of jeint solutions and actions to address socetal chalenges with relevant impact on
European communities

S|

Targeted cofurding ublic research. |ON TRACK.
Establishing a monitoring and assessment system for cach ingivigual parinering instrament based on which a review of benefits of coaperation in al
esisting (and potential new]) JP| and ERA-NET initiatives and ather forms of JP can be performed

role of JP SRIAz in of RDI policy. | ON TRACK.
Integrating social sciences and humanities [SSH] in research, | on TRACK
Sirengthening national and better use of intemational/EU ing i for researchers and institutions. | on TRACK
Joining farces in the efforts to unify standards and pracedures for assessing grojects in EU and joint calls, especially according to the Lead Agency
principle POSTPONED

mplementation of this measure is (time-wise] uncies

SK

Taciling global zocietal g — by ping solutions more rapidly and by optimising the use of research

UK

Will uze the review group on P published in 2015 and Lund Declaration to engage with UK on Pz

ion expert
Implementation of Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF)

Development of Dementia Research Institute.
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