
 

Conditions and criteria for 
support to JPIs and ERA-NETs 

in the WP 2018-20 

 
 
 



Approach 

 Both evaluations, Joint Programming and ERA-NET Cofund, 
recommend to make support in the context of the Work Programme 
2018-20 conditional to fulfilling clear conditions and criteria.  

 

 Driven by the need to ensure that they deliver on impacts 

 

 Necessary to distinguish between: 

 Request from JPIs 

 Existing, mature ERA-NETs ERA-NETs that request a successor 
topic 

 Requests for ERA-NET Cofund actions on new topics 



Headline criteria 

1. Justification of Union intervention 

2. Budgetary issues and leverage effects  

3. Expected impacts on EU and national level  

 



1. Justification of Union intervention 
Contribution to the objectives – topic is linked to the overarching strategic 
programming document of H2020 / strategic orientations of priority/challenge 
 No support to topics that are not clearly linked to the strategic orientations of 

the WP 2018/20  

 

Relevance and positioning in the broader context – proof of non-duplication 
and clear synergies/division of labour with other activities of Horizon 2020 and 
existing P2P initiatives (JPIs, ERA-NETs, EJP, Art.185 initiatives) 
 No support to topics already covered by H2020 calls unless there is clearly 

demonstrated complementarity  
 No support to activities/topics already covered by support to other P2Ps   

 

Added value of Union intervention at EU level and national level – 
achievement of a critical mass of resources, definition of strategic priorities 
between Member States and EU, commitment to implement a variety of relevant 
activities 
 No support to topics that do not demonstrate that the mobilised resources and 

variety of activities are adequate to achieving the objectives. 

 



2. Budgetary issues and leverage effects  

Indicative financial commitments – amounts that the participating states 
intend to contribute to the action (for the co-funded call, for the additional calls, 
for other activities at national/transnational level) 

 No support to topics that are not supported by indicative commitments to the 

co-funded call and to other calls / activities at national/transnational level.  

 

Amount of requested Union contribution – leverage effect of Union 
contribution on national and private investments, also beyond the co-funded call 

 Minimum leverage effect of 5 to be expected by the Union support.  

This takes into account additional joint calls without co-funding.  

Alternatively, in particular for topics linked to JPIs: quantitative evidence of 
relevant resources being mobilised at national and transnational level.  

For new topics the leverage effect can in justified cases be reduced to 3. 

 



3. Expected impacts on EU and national level 

Impact at EU level – Demonstrate the impacts at EU level the action is likely to 
achieve 

 

Impacts at national level – Demonstrate the impacts at national level the 
action is likely to achieve 

 

 no support to topics that do not clearly demonstrate the expected impacts at 

EU and at national level  

 



Practical issues (I) 

 Commission services in charge of the WP preparation will check proposed 
topics against these criteria  
 requires input from the networks when topics are proposed  

 

 Outcome will be assessed by the Joint Programming Sector of DG RTD. Only 
topics that meet the described conditions and criteria should be included in the 
draft Work Programmes 2018-20 
 Ensure coherent approach throughout the WP 2018-2020 

 

 Participating States are requested to provide at least 20% of their 
contributions as reserve amounts, beyond what is strictly needed to justify the 
Union contribution to the co-funded call.  
 Necessary to mitigate the risk of underspending  

the Union contribution 



Practical issues (II) 

 Additional joint calls without co-funding will be compulsory for ERA-NET 
cofund proposals, unless the proposal for a topic demonstrates a leverage 
effect of 5 from the cofunded or, e.g. for JPI related topics, other activities will 
mobilise sufficient resources to achieve the expected leverage effect of 5. 
 allows a degree of flexibility and acknowledges the  

value of other activities 

 

 Requirements for additional activities will be strengthened in the topic 
description. These will be assessed in the evaluation of proposals. This should 
promote focussing resources on activities with relevant results at policy and/or 
R&I level.  
 focus resources on most relevant activities 

 

 Requests for EJP cofund topics? 
 Treated with the same spirit 
 only of objectives cannot be achieved with other types of actions 
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